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Our Team

CITY PARKS & 

RECREATION

BOUDREAUX
Architecture, Land Use 

Planning, Community 

Engagement

CHERNOFF 

NEWMAN
Branding, Community 

Engagement, Strategic 

Communications

SEAMON 

WHITESIDE
Civil Engineering, 

Water Resources & 

Resiliency Funding

TOOLE 

DESIGN
Multi-modal 

Transportation

BIOHABITATS
Environmental 

Restoration, SWM, 

Floodplain 

Strategies

DHARAM 

CONSULTING
Cost Estimation

HR&A ADVISORS
Funding, Park 

Governance, Revenue 

Generation & 

Economic 

Development ETM 

ASSOCIATES
Park Maintenance & 

Operations

PLANNING & 

DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES

ENGINEERING &

PUBLIC WORKS

EVENT 

ORGANIZERS

FUNDING& 

PHILANTHROPY

COMMUNITY 

ORGS & 

ADVOCACY 

GROUPS

ADJACENT 

LANDOWNERS

UNIVERSITY OF 

SOUTH 

CAROLINA

FIELD 

OPERATIONS
Prime, Master Planning, 

Landscape Architecture, Project 

Management, Community 

Engagement, Funding Support

CITY

ADMINISTRATION



Survey

Describe Columbia

in 3 words.

https://app.sli.do/event/392VsDXgg6P3wCDqYBLgGC


RIVER CITY



A Regional Park

Lexington County + + Richland County



10The Fall Line

Columbia
Atlanta

Charleston

Raleigh

UPSTATE

MIDLANDS

LOWCOUNTRY

Richmond

+

+

+

+

Augusta

+

+
Greenville

+
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1786 12



1786 13



1935

1
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Arthur & Moore, 1850 15

USC

(1801)
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Columbia Canal Columbia Hydro Plant Electric Power House (Foreground) and 

Columbia Duck Mill (Rear)

Columbia Canal Flood Gates Columbia Duck Mill Columbia Canal northeast rear of powerplant



1933 17

USC

(1801)



18Rediscovering the Rivers: Three Rivers Greenway
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21A Large Opportunity
1000’ 2000’ 4000’

½
 M

ile

¼ Mile

¼
 M

ile

485’

100 ACRES

+ Finlay Park

+ USC

+ State Capitol



22Complete the Three Rivers Greenway
1000’ 2000’ 4000’

Site

Existing Parks

LEGEND

Existing Three Rivers Greenway

+ State Capitol

+ Finlay Park

+ USC
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1000’ 2000’ 4000’

10MIN BIKE

23
1000’ 2000’ 4000’

10MIN WALK

Finlay Park

Pacific Park

Olympia Park

Maxcy Gregg Park

Kroger Center for the Arts

Memorial Park

Martin Luther King Junior Park

USC Horseshoe & Gibbs Green

Blatt Athletic Field &

Sustainable Carolina Garden

West Columbia Riverfront Park

Caraway Park at the Riverwalk

To Riverside Golf 

Center Canoe & 

Kayak Landing 

(4 miles)

Riverbanks Zoo & Garden

Sanctuary at Boyd Island

To Jordon Memorial 

Boat Ramp (1.8 miles) & 

Granby Boat Landing (3 miles)

Guignard Park

Elmwood Roy/ 

Lynch Park

Owens Field Park

(1.5 miles)

Riverfront Park

Other Destinations

SC State Museum

EdVenture

Girlscouts

Soda City

LEGEND

Parks

Boat Launches/Landings

State House

Cultural Destinations

Saluda Riverwalk



24Stitching Together the City Through Trails & Green Networks

Park

Urban Greenway

LEGEND

Natural  Greenway

Vista & Capitol Loops

Bike Trail

1000’ 2000’ 4000’

Palmetto Trail



25Life of the City



26Life of the River



27Topography & Floodplains
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Master Planning & Schematic Design

Master Planning Only



28Site Features
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Wetland

LEGEND

Tree Cover

Blocked River Views

Major Views and Sight Lines

Historic Features



29Landscape Areas
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Large Wetland

Woodland

Clearing
Bank

Bank

Clearing

Clearing

Woodland

Creek

Woodland
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RIVER RIVER BANKS WETLANDS

CLEARING WOODLANDS KINSLER CREEK



31

RIVER SHOAL
DYNAMIC RIPARIAN 

RIVERBANK

FLOODPLAIN 

BOTTOMLAND

FOREST

NATIVE

GRASSLAND

MESIC UPLOAD 

WOODLAND

CREEK RAVINE 

WOODLAND
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NATIVE GRASSLAND CITYWETLAND MESIC FORESTRIPARIAN BANK

Great blue heron

Yellow-bellied slider

Marbled salamander

Southern leopard frog

Green tree frog

Barred owl

Prothontary warbler

Northern cardinal

Red-bellied woodpecker
Red-shouldered hawk

Virginia opossum

Virginia opossum

Coyote

Raccoon

Gray fox

Northern cottonmouth

Largemouth bass

River otter

Channel catfish

Largemouth bass

Bluegill

American shad

Cormorant

Egret

Belted kingfisher

Eastern tiger 

swallowtail

Luna moth

American robin

Eastern bluebird

Morning dove

Red-tailed hawk

Wood duck

Eastern gray squirrel

Pileated woodpecker

Wood stork

Green heron

Osprey

Mississippi kite

RIVER SHOAL



33Urban Heat - July 27, 2024
https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/
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Simon W.

Flooding and Urban Runoff

LEGEND

Flood Plain

100 yr Flood

500 yr Flood

Watershed
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2025 2015



36Topography & Floodplains
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LEGEND

High

Regulatory Floodway

Low

Elevation 

100-yr and 500-yr Flood

+115

+131

+144

+139

+159

+178

+140
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+139
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+140+135

+175

Wetland

Wetland



37Surface & Stormwater Flows

GR
EE

N
E 

 S
TR

EE
T

GE
RV

AI
S 

ST
RE

ET
HUGER STREET

WILLIAMS STREET

CO
LL

EG
E 

 S
TR

EE
T

PE
N

DL
ET

O
N

  S
TR

EE
T

SE
N

AT
E 

 S
TR

EE
T

DE
VI

N
E 

ST
RE

ET

BL
O

SS
O

M
  S

TR
EE

T

LEGEND

High

Creeks & Stormwater Flows

Low

Elevation 



38Stream Bank Erosion

MODERATEVERY LOW EXTREME



39All Utilities

LEGEND

Dominion Energy Transmission Line

Distribution Line (To be removed) 

Water Main

54” Gravity Main

35’ City Sanitary Sewer 

Easement & Right-of-Way 

Dominion Energy Natural Gas Line
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40SC Electric & Gas ROW – 170’

70’ 70’ 30’



41A Park as Resilient Green Infrastrucure



The Transformative Impact of the Public Realm
Seattle Central Waterfront

2
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44Tidepool Terraces
Seattle Waterfront, WA
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46Presidio Park (1,500 acres) & Tunnel Tops (20 acres)

Flex Lawns

Play Areas

Overlook

Amphitheater seating



Presidio Tunnel Tops (20 acres)



Bluff Overlook Nature Playground

Wetland Boardalks Environmental Education



Domino Waterfront
11.4 acres
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Historic Elements Outdoor Performance / Community Space

Food & Beverage Beach Volley Ball



Shelby Farms Lake
80 acres

Events Lawn

Boat House & Launch

Restaurant & Events 

Center

Picnic Pavilion



Shelby Farms Lake
80 acres
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Boat House and Kayak Launch Event Lawn

Bike Rental & Trails Riverfront Restaurant



55Life of the River
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REPLACE WITH DRONE FLYOVER OF SITE


