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Mun|C|paI Complex at 1401 Main
Exterior Renovations

The exterior renovation of the 12-story building designated as the City of Columbia’s New
Municipal Complex marks a significant architectural transformation that reflects the City’s
evolving identity and commitment to modern civic engagement. The design reimagines the
structure’s presence within the urban landscape, delivering both aesthetic sophistication and
functional enhancements.

A key element of the renovation is the installation of sleek black metal paneling, which gives the
building a bold, contemporary profile while complementing the City’s rebranding initiative with a
sense of strength, clarity, and modern governance. This material choice not only updates the
structure’s visual language but also enhances durability and environmental performance.

Complementing the dark panels is a new fagade of insulated, reflective silver glass that provides
both high-performance thermal efficiency and a dynamic visual contrast. The glass captures and
mirrors the movement of the surrounding city, integrating the building into the civic fabric while
symbolizing transparency and forward-looking municipal leadership.

At the pedestrian level, new entrance canopies anchor the building with defined, welcoming
thresholds. These canopies are not merely architectural accents; they function as critical
transition zones that humanize the structure’s scale, provide weather protection, and reinforce
the building’s civic identity.

Signage plays a prominent role in the renovation, with updated branding integrated at each
building entry and prominently displayed at the crown of the building. These elements serve as
visual beacons, underscoring the city’s renewed commitment to accessibility, innovation, and
unity under a cohesive visual identity.

Together, these exterior enhancements reflect Columbia’s vision of a vibrant, modern
municipality, which is grounded in its heritage yet confidently embracing the future.
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